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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ESSAY ON THE HISTORY OF ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH. 
(Continued from page 167.) 
CHAPTER XIII. 


THE LIBRARY AND THE SCHOOL. 


Auxiliary to the divinely ordained means of knowledge and virtue, 
which means our fathers pre-eminently valued, they had, at a period so 
early as A. D. 1700, a Library. The date of the “ Charleston Library” 
is 1748. This Church Library had for its founder, as had many libra- 


the Bishop of London for Maryland.* It was enlarged by the munifi- 
cence of the Lords proprietors, and by the inhabitants of the province, 
and probably by the English “ Society for propagating the Guspel in 
foreign parts,” which was in the habit of making donations of books in 
our country. It was by an act of the Legislature, in 1700, “ under the 
- “care and custody of the Episcopal Minister of Charlestownt for the 
_~ ‘time being, and in case of his death or removal, the Church Wardens 
> ‘‘ were to take charge of the books.” Inthe “Church Act” 1706, the 
~» Rector was to have the entire use of the Parsonage house “ excepting 
~ “one room reserved for the provincial library, which is hereby appropri- 
> “ated to that use.” The first Librarian was the Rev’d. E. Marston, 
who was the third in succession of the Ministers who have been con- 
nected with this Church. ‘ Most of the books were by Episcopal di- 
“vines and in defence of the doctrine, discipline, and worship of the 


“Church of England.” 
In August 1778, “ when it will be recollected troublous times had 


_ commenced, the Vestry resolved, “that the few books remaining of 
_ “the Parish Library be deposited with the Charleston Library Society, 
_ “if approved of by the members.” Perhaps the members did not ap- 
~ prove, but there is no record on the subject in the journal of that Society, 
> and none of the books have been discovered. They could not have 
* been lost in the fire which so greatly injured the Charleston Library, for 
_ its date was January 1778. ‘They must have been very few in number, 
' for in 1790, the whole number of books in the Charleston Library was 
_ only 342. By the guarded language of their resolution, the Vestry 
_ probably expected that in better times, the Parish Library would be re- 
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established, or at least intended to intimate a wish that it might be. It 
was re-established in 1832, by a donation of books from the St. Philip’s 
Sunday School Society, and some books have been added by private 
donation. But the design is by no means complete, though on the 
shelves are many valuable works, The “ Sunday School Library” has 
been regarded as a modern improvement. But the “ Parish Library” 
which we have seen is of ancient date, looks to the young, while it does 
also to the mature, that is, it contemplates (which the School Library 
does not) the benefit of the whole Congregation. By the arrangements 
which we have mentioned, our Church Library seems to have been de- 
signed chiefly for the improvement of the Minister, which of course 
would be reflected to his people. 

‘‘ Their best acquirements are our gain.” 

Another means of knowledge and virtue, which our fathers (as their 
fathers from the beginning in the Church of England had,)* estimated 
highly was the Parish School. In Oldmixon’s history 1708 is this state- 
ment ‘there is a public Library in Charlestown, and a Free School 
has been long talked of.” ‘The Library as we have seen was connected 
especially with the Church, and our School was founded in 1711.4 The 
Rev. Mr. Guy, who was the first Assistant Minister, was the first in 
succession of the Schoo] Masters. To the good work of supporting the 
School, as to that of the Library, the Society already named was a gen- 
erous contributor, ‘This School was soon merged in the Free School, 
for founding which an Act of Assembly was passed in 1712, and a hand- 
some School-house was built and the School Master allowed a salary of 
£100 proclamation money.” The second in order of our Assistant 
Ministers, Mr. Lambert (1728) was a Master in this School, having been 
appointed by the Society for propagating the Gospel, and it was report- 
ed of him to them, that “ he discharges his duty with diligence and is 
very successful in training up the youth.” Afterour “ Parish School” 
was superseded by the [ree School (which of course was open to the 
children of this Church as well as to others, and in which as I shall shew 
hereafter Christian instruction, according to the views of our Church 
was given) our Vestry still had an eye to the education of the young of 
the Congregation, for we read in their minutes “ May 12th, 1783, John 
Smith an orphan to be clothed and schooled,” and May 26th, Ordered 
that the Parish ‘‘ Children from the age of six to ten years of age be put 
to School to Miss Sally Good,” 

Let the writer be permitted to indulge his feelings, and gratify the 
flock by adverting to the fact, that the orphan named is the same indi- 
vidual who has for more than 50 years so faithfully served this Church 
in the office of Parish Clerk or Assistant, while in his Christian profes- 
sion and conversation he has exemplified the advantages of a Christian 
education and richly repaid the patronage wisely and kindly betowed on 
his early years. 

The teachers male and female of the “ Free School,” with the most 
of their pupils habitualy attended public worship on the Lord’s day in 





* Each of the fifty new Churches in London has its week day, Charity School, besides its 
Sunday School. 


t Dalcho’s History, p. 93-95, and Carroll's Colleetions, Vol. 2, p. 565. 
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thisChurch. Seats were allotted for some of them who assisted as sin gers, 
ina small gallery (erected in the rear of the Chancel) and in the organ 
gallery. After the Revolution there was a Free School supported, it is 
believed, by the City, which was suspended when the Orphan-house was 
established. It is thus that charity widens its circle more and more, 
The Parish School of a single flock expands into the Free School of a 
town, and this into an Asylum, which provides teaching, food and rai- 
ment and shelter. And the success of one Parish School leads to the 
eatablishing like Schools in many parishes, and though the Free Schools 
were suspended for some time after the Revolution, their obvious use- 
fulness caused their re-establishment by an Act of the Legislature, De- 
cember 21, 1811. Astothis “ Parish School” and its successor “ the 
Free School” in which this Church was concerned, the question may be 
asked, was it a School in which the understanding, and the affections and 
the manners were exclusively regarded, or was it a School in which 
man’s superior nature, his soul, his conscience, was enlightened and con- 
trolled, and Christian principles taught, and Christian habits formed 2 
We reply, in those days, the unnatural divorce of reliyious from secu- 
lar knowledge had not taken place, and the intellect, the heart, and the 
deportment, were not less attended to, because superior care was given 
to the forming and improving of a moral and religious character. ‘ The 
“‘ people of the whole country (South-Carolina) says Humphrey, (A. D. 
©1728) are thoroughly sensible of the necessity of Schools for the 
“ Christian education of their children.” Inthe original School, the first 
and third Principals were Clergymen, and the second was a Candidate 
for Holy Orders, it being reasonably presumed, that, under such_per- 
sons, religion would be best taught. In their instructions to School 
Masters the Society say, (and it will be recollected many of them were 
appointed by it,) ‘“‘ The end of education is not only to fitthe young for 
“the business of life, but to make them moral and religious beings, 
“ Your employment is “ the instructing and disposing children to believe 
“and live as Christians.” ‘ They were, accordingly, required to teach 
“them to read the Holy Scriptures, and other pious and useful books ; 
‘to instruct them thoroughly in the Church Catechism; to use Morning 
“and Evening Prayers in the Schools, and to teacli them the Prayers 
“and Graces composed for their use at home. ‘They were required to 
“oblige their Scholars to attend regularly upon the services of the 
“ Church, and to have them publicly Catechised. ‘They were to take 
“especial care of their manners, both in and out of School; warning 
“them seriously of those vices to which children are most liable; 
“teaching them to abhor lying and falsehood, and to avoid all sorts of 
“evil speaking; to love truth and honesty ; to be modest, gentle, well- 
‘‘ behaved, just and affable, and courteous to all their companions; re- 
“spectful to their superiors, particularly towards all that Minister in 
“holy things, and especially to the Minister of their Parish ; and all this 
“ from a sense and fear of Almighty God; endeavoring to bring them 
**in their tender years to that sense of religion, which may render it 
‘‘ the constant principle of their lives and actions. And that they do 
‘in their conversation show themselves examples of piety and virtue 
‘to their scholars, and to all with whom they shall converse.” 
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In a Pastoral Letter of the Bishop of London (1727) he says, “ School 
‘« Masters part of whuse business it is to instruct youth in the principles 
“of the Christian religion.”* 

In the Act of Assembly (1712) is this remark “ it is necessary that a 
Fiee School be erected for the instruction of the youth—also in the 
principles of the Christin religion.” The teacher was required to con- 
form to the religion of the Church of England, and be capable—to cate- 
chize and instruct the youth in the Christian religion, as professed in 
that Church. In the Act 1734, for incorporating the Free School at 
Dorchester, the Master was to be capable of instructing and catechising 
youth in the principles of the Christian religion.” In St, James’ Gouse- 
creek, 1744 the subscription paper signed by 58 parishioners for adding 
to the Ludlam School fund says ‘‘ nothing is more likely to promote the 
“ practice of Christianity and virtue, than the early and pious ‘ educa- 
“tion of youth,” and they state their purpose to be the “ instructing 
‘children in the knowledge and practice of the Christian religion”’ and 
(naming this first) they add “ teaching them such other things as are 
suitable to their capacity.”’T 

In St. Thomas’ Parish (1760) the Rector reported that ‘“‘ many who 
“ had been brought up in this institution (the Beresford School which was 
‘under the care of the Vestry of which body the Rector was the Chair- 
“ mau ex-officio) were living in the world as good Christians.” It will 
be observed there is in the quotations we have made a special mention of 
catechizing, a mode of teaching, which though retained in pastoral teach- 
ing is too much disused in the very few Schools in which religion forms 
a part of the instruction. 

In 1833 the Parish School was revived, and for some time promised 
to be useful, although the number of pupils were at no time as 
many as might have been expected. It has since been discontinued for 
want of a principal teacher, learned and experienced, but also and espe- 
cially qualified and willing to inculcate the principles and to create and 
to foster the habits of Christian piety. Such a School would in a great 
measure support itself, but to provide fur contingencies, to secure first 
rate teachers, and to meet the charge for poor children of the Congre- 
gation—a fund, either vested or raised by annual subscription, would 
greatly coutribete to its permanence and usefulness. The advantages of 
such an institution are almost obvious, and were thus set forth in an 
address in 1832. ‘‘ We will not despair of having a proper Church 
‘‘School. I meana primary school, in which every member of this 
“ congregation who chooses it, may have his children educated, under the 
“ general superintendance of their Ministers, and a board of visitors of 
‘the best informed gentlemen and ladies of the congregation, and more 
‘especially under teachers of unexceptionable morality and piety. A 
**school so governed and constituted would be a bond of union to us as 
‘a flock. Our children would grow up as brothers and sisters. The Cler- 
‘“‘ gy would, with comparative ease, become intimately acquainted with the 
“ people, (which is difficult now from their scattered residences, the time 
‘“‘occupied in going from house to house, and the uncertainty of finding 





*Dalcho’s History, page 50. tDalcho’s History, pp. 95, 96, 255, 548. 
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‘them at home) for they would often meet parents and guardians in the 
“ school room, and at least would have an opportunity of becoming ac- 
“‘quainted with the character of their younger members. In such a 
‘school, we may reasonably hope, under the divine blessing, many would 
“be inclined to devote themselves to the sacred ministry. The oppor- 
“tunity for planting in the heart, while yet tender, the seeds of piety — 
“the principles of gospel truth, is the chief ground of our anxiety on 
“this occasion. This matter is well understood, and acted upon by 
“many denominations of Christians. None are so negligent in relation to 
“it as our Church in this country. Let this just reproach be done away. 
“ T put it to your candour, whether, without some such arrangement, your 
children can ever obtain any religious instruction at school. ‘Leaching 
“is too often committed to irreligious, and even immoral men, and pious 
“teachers generally decline religious instruction for fear of giving of- 
“ fence to their employers of a different denomination, or else from false 
“ views of liberality. Let our’s be a Christian institution, and known 
“as such. Let judicious selections from the Bible, and not only hu- 
“wan works, be studied. [et us not fall into the common error of 
‘‘ caring for none of those things,” which relate to eternity. In an eager 
“ desire to cultivate the intellectual, sucial, and physical nature of man, 
“Jet us not overlook the superior part of his nature, his moral powers, 
“ Skill and activity are eminently conducive to success in this world, but 
“‘ what is your son profited if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
“soul! Let us remember he is created for possible manhood, and cer- 
“tain immortality, and while we attend to that branch of his education 
‘‘ which relates to the former, bestow chief attention on that which con- 
“cerns his eternal welfare. We are proposing noexperiment. Need I 
“remind you, that just such a school was instituted by our fathers, the 
“ founders of thisChurch? What truits ot enlightened piety aud ardent 
‘zeal might we have reaped, had it been kept up. Is it not remark- 
“able, that while a steady eye has been fixed, and thought and effort have 
“not been wanting, on the improvement of our Church, so many suc- 
‘cessive generations of this congregation have neglected the means of 
“usefulness of which we are speaking? Let it not be said that such 
“schools belonged to other times and cannot succeed now. Such a 
** school, though confined to charity-scholars, has been kept up by Trinity 
‘“ Church, New York,* and it is but lately that 1 heard of a member of 
“our congregation who attributed his preference for our faith, to the 
“ early impressions received at that school. On Long-Island,in the same 
“State, “the Christian Institute” formed on the plan 1 am recommend- 


ed 











* Of this School, (a writer in the Churchman of March the 10th says) ‘a wider claim of 
interest is opened in the beautiful union this School exhibits of religious instruction, and daily 
devotion, with the ordinary objects of intellectual education. For myself, Messrs. Editors, 
would say, that when I hear the swelling hymn, or the voice of prayer, risiug from the lips of 
the infant or youthful multitude, thus gathered trom the abodos of poverty, and perhaps from 
the haunts of vice, commencing the studies or the day with the duties of piety, I cannot be- 
lieve that their hearts are dead to impressions which I find to overpower my own, and there- 
fore I cannot but believe, that itis a union blessed in its influence, upon their future character, 
Though the words of adoration may be too often thoughtlessly uttered, yet their influence is 
n st always unfelt; and at any rate, the habits of piety are formed and strengthened, and that 
knowledge given, which however forgotten it may be for a time, sickness and sorrow will one 


day awaken to guide their feet into the paths of peace.” 
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‘‘ing, and intended for pupils of all ages, has been, for several years, 
‘and is now flourishing. ‘There are one, if not two other schools, and 
‘colleges in the United States, in which the Christian religion as under- 
“stood by our Church, is a part of the system of instruction. In this 
‘“‘ good old way, our brethren in England seem now more than ordinarily 
‘interested. Itis a fundamental principle of King’s College, London, 
“that every system of general education for the youth of a Christian 
“community, ought to comprise instruction in the Christian religion, as 
“an indispensable part, without which the acqusition of other branches 
‘of knowledge will be conducive neither to the happiness of individuals, 
‘nor to the welfare of the State.” Inthe junior department there will 
“be “a systematic inculcation of the soundest principles of religion 
‘and morality.” Inthe senior department “ religious and moral in- 
“ struction in conformity with the principles of the established Church,” 
‘The Principal will give instruction twice a week ‘on the evidence of 
‘natural and revealed religion, and the doctrines and duties of Chris- 
‘“‘tianity.” At the recent opening of this new College, the Bishop of 
‘ London, in his sermon, insisted with earnestness on the great impgr- 
“tance to society and the pupil himself “ of imbuing the mind of youth 
“with a sense of moral responsibility, as well as of storing it with worldly 
“wisdom.” 

‘Inthe same spirit,a late writer on the political state of France, says, 
«the march of intellect is dangerous without, but salutary if accompa- 
“ nied by correct morals.” 

‘A proper school is one in which the whole nature of man is more or 
“less attended to, in which the elements of a// knowledge are more or 
“less inculeated. Such a school we desire and hope and pray to have 
“in due season—a_ school in which the basis of all instruction and all 
“discipline shall be the Christian religion. What a joyful day will 
‘‘dawn upon us, when we shall be able to say, the Parish School is re- 
“ established,and to inscribe on our walls in capitals visible to every eye 
‘“ turned towards our Church “St, Philip’s School.” Here is the Church, 
‘‘and here also is the school. May they be once more re-united, never 
“to be separated. May they be the blessed means of bringing us all to 
“‘ Christ—to the peace and hope and joy of the believer in hem. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, 


CALVINISM NO. II. 


We come now to consider the doctrine of Calvinism in its relation to 
Free Agency, Divine Justice and Human Happiness, A little reflee- 
tion, it would seem, must naturally convince us that it is totally irrecon- 
cilable with either. 

We have seen that Christ’s own words contradict it, that the writings 
of many of the Apostles are perfectly plain with respect to it,—and that 
common sense and common humanity revolt at the idea. If these points 
have been satisfactorily demonstrated, it will not be difficult to perceive 
the justice of the remaining principles which are now to be considered. 
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Ist. It destroys Free Agency. 


We are told in Scripture, that “whosoever will, let him take of the wa- 
ter of life freely.” How different is this from the leading principle 
of that ruinous code, which insists that a large portion of mankind are 
already deprived of that liberty of choice, which alone renders man a 
responsible being. How ridiculous to degrade the being whom his 
Creator hath made “a little lower than the angels” into a mere automa- 
ton, whose fate has been already sealed, and who possesses no powers 
of discrimination between right and wrong! Would the Creator have 
endowed men with these faculties, had he intended them to lie dormant 
in his bosom? Would He have given him laws for His government, had 
He designed that adherence or violation should be no test of fidelity on 
the part of men? Of what avail are the high faculties assigned to him ? 
What signifies it, that these powers of judgment and discrimination are 
exerted to no purpose; the first has already gone forth from the founda- 
tion of the world and all subséqueut obedience is fruitless! But, some 
will tell us, “ this is the doctrine of Calvinism—carried to the extreme— 
this amounts to Reprobation—we do not believe in it ¢o that extent !—our 
creed extends only to Election !’” Very good—and where is the differ- 
ence. Why may not the rule work both ways? “ Itisa poor rule that 
will not,”’ is an axiom as old as the hills. Where is there more reason, 
or justice inthe one than the other? If it be conceded that Reproba- 
tion is too inconsistent with justice for belief why may not the same be 
said of Election? In both cases we have atheory of unequal justice, in 
the dispensation of eternal recompense—one of rewards—the other of 
punishments. If the partial distribution of rewards be less irreconcil- 
able with justice, than that of punishments, this comparative expediency 
of the furmer cannot detract from its orzginal impropriety. Such a 
creed is evidently defective, since it will not bear the test of reason. 
We must believe that the Creator has endowed man with capacities to 
act for himself, that he has imposed no ancient restrictions which He 
knew at the time would render it impossible for him to observe His Di- 
vine laws, and consequently that He has gifted him with Free Agency 
in the performance of his duty. 


2d. It impugns the character of God, by denying Him the greatest atiri- 
bute of Almighty Power—Mercy. 


The Calvinist makes out his Creator @ God of Judgment alone—in a 
word—recognizes the Father and rejects the Son! (An Unitarian might 
well look with horror upon such a thought.)— The Anti-Calvinist loses the 
arm of the Avenger in the loveliness of the Saviour. The latter looks 
upon his Maker as a Parent—just, generous, merciful and forgiving ; the 


Sormer—as a Lawgiver—stern, partial, cruel und inflexible. Both these 


classes are possibly equally zealous in their belief, and equally solicitous 
of fulfilling what they believe to be the requirements of their Master’s 
will. But the question now recurs—which of these creeds would most 
naturally originate and foster right motives to duty? Can the disciple 
of Calvin tell me, that my Creator has condemned me to everlasting 
misery, and him to unending felicity for the same delinquency, and that 


while his happy destiny is already fixed and unalterable, no earthly 
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change of time or circumstances can ever save me from the fate which 
lay in store for me from the earliest ages of Chaos? Can he intimate this, 
and not accuse the Great Ruler of the Universe, ¢f not of gross injustice, 
of unwarrantable partiality 2? Dare any one make such a charge? orin 
any manner, leave another toinfer it? Is it not, blasphemy ? 

How much more rational, Christian, and * comfortable’ is it to believe 
what Christ himself has told us, and what St. Paul repeats for our in- 
struction, that He is “the propitiation for our sins—and not for ours 
only, but for the sins of the whole world !” and that “ whosoever will come 
unto Him, He will zz xo wise cast out !” 

But the most unfortunate effect of this doctrine is its influence upon 
the finer feelings of the heart. 


3rd. It contracts the mind into narrow selfish and prejudiced views of 


things, resolving all interests at last into those of self—and repudiating 
the principles of love and good will to men. 


The most glaring evidence of this, is, that the advocates of this creed 
are accustomed to hold it up as a “‘ comfortable doctrine” (?) one which a 
generous mind would. delight in contemplating ! If there is within the 
pale of the Holy Church of God, or in the moral walks of civilized so- 
ciety, an individual whose heart can rejoice in the reflection that any one 
of his fellow-beings has been doomed to an eternal destiny, from which 
he himself through the ridiculous folly of an excited and demented 
fancy, most arrogantly imagines himself, though equally obnoxious to 
the same penalty, unaccountably exempt ; if there is one, who, imposed 
upon by the narrow delusions of self-righteous superiority, would with 
Pharisaical superciliousness frown upon an equally deserving brother 
with the insuiting “ Stand by, for [ am holier than thou ;” if the common 
principles of charity and brotherly-love have so far worked their way 
outof the bosom of such an one, as to leave him to the unrestrained in- 
dulgence ot his own desires of self-exaltation, at the expense of the eter- 
nal happiness of a near or dear relative or friend; I would not wish to 
exchange with that man the shake of friendly salutation; I would not 
envy the condition present, past, or future of such an one; nor would 
the ultimatum of true happiness which he would be capable of enjoying 
in any state, temporal or spiritual hold out sufficient allurements to the 
purer aspirations of a soul imbued with the spirit of Him who “ went 
about doing good,” and who came not to call the righteous (not the self- 
righteous !) but sinners, to repentance.” Let him who can, foster and en- 
joy such feeling. Brotherly love and good will to men, are in their 
operation as hostile to self-aggrandizement, as holiness to unrighteous- 
ness. 

We have considered this subject imperfectly, and in a few, but the 
most important of its bearings. There is hardly reason for alarm as to 
the progress of such doctrines, if men (and women too) are only true to 
their principles. It isindeed a matter of regret that the latter in par- 
ticular, are too apt to be “borne about by every wind of doctrine.” 
They are too liable to be led astray by sophistry or eloquence, and al- 
though often obstinate in ather things, as docile as lambs, when weded to 
the exclusive domination of influential teachers, A code of unequal 
justice is too opposed to the desires and interests of men to be recognized 
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extensively. Humanity still steps in and interposes in the administra- 
tion. The world is not yet wicked enough to make it otherwise. The 
light of reason, the influence of charity and the decrees of Revelation 
are tests before which error succumbs and blushes, for its own weakness. 
“‘ Magna est veritas et prevalebit.” LuTHER. 





—<>—_ 


ON TEMPERANCE. 


_ On this subject, of which we hear every day so much, where will you 
find any instruction better than in that valuable work ‘“ Beaven’s Help to 
Catechizing.” He iscommenting on the 7th commandment, and thus 
brings in our subject. ‘ And will not temperance and soberness keep 
us from adultery? What do you say is temperance? What is eating 
too much called ?—Gluttony, or surfeiting. What is drinking too much 
called ?—Drunkenness. How do gluttony and drunkenness lead to un- 
chastity !—By feeding our carnal desires. 1 Cor. ix: 27. 


~ 





FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 


The Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union books, before they 
can be adopted, have to pass through a process of investigation, as fol- 
lows :—The Committee must approge them, but if any one of that body 
chooses, he can call for a vote by orders, and in that case a majority of— 
lst the Bishops present, (and there can be no meeting unless a Bishop 
be there,) 2d, the Presbyters and Deacons; and 3rd, the Laymen must 
approve, otherwise the book is rejected. But more, by a recent resolu- 


tion of the Board, the whole library of class, and of reading books, is 
_ submitted to the scrutiny of each one of the Bishops. Whether it is 


intended by the Committee, if a majority of the Bishops, or only one of 
them disapprove of a book to put it aside ; or todiscuss the question of 
continuing it on the list, or to let the matter rest in the position of the 


_ Committee approving, and one or more Bishops disapproving, and thus 


leave the Church the alternative of agreeing with this, or that authority, 
the subscriber of course knoweth not. But it is clear our Sunday School 
books are subjected to a double ordeal. And if they pass through the 
fire and the water unsuspected, they must be almost perfect books. 


_ Now our present purpose is to ask, if this severe trial be necessary, is 
it not also for the books of the American Sunday School Union? These 
" publications of the “various denominations” are text books for the 
classes, and Library books in many (in some Dioceses, probably a ma- 


jority) of the Sunday Schools of our Church. Are they to remain un- 


_ examined, uncriticized by our Bishops? Is it taken for granted, that 


they are unexceptionable in every respect? Does the silence of our 


Bishops respecting these books imply their unqualified, entire approba- 
tion of them? Can we avoid such a conclusion, if the books of our 


Union are censured, and the books of the other Union are unnoticed ¢ 
VOLXXIII,—No. 8, 30 
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It is much to be desired, that some competent person would take up 
these American Union books, and mark their sins of omission, and con- 
tradictions of doctrines, precepts, and ceremonies sanctioned by the 
Church. If the books of both Unions were used in the Episcopal 
Sunday Schools, the contrariety of their teaching would be manifest. 
But even this would be better than the matternow stands, for the Episco- 
pal Union books are not, the others are, in too many of our Schools, and 
thus they emphatically declare—their decided preference for non-Epis- 
copal teaching. Does the blame rest exclusively upon the Rector of the 
Parish, or is it to be changed also to the “ Ecclesiastical authority” of 
the Diocese? Has the voice of the “ higher power” been raised against 
this strange unwarrantable state of things ? : An Inquirer, 





<> 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE LADIES’ GARMENT SOCIETY, OCT 15, 1846. 


Time in its rapid flight has again assembled us together to celebrate 
the 11th anniversary of our benevolent institution, and we trust that not 
only Managers, but Members, meet with a glad heart to thank Him for 
favors past, whose “ loving kindness and tender mercy” alone enable us 
‘to continue this humble work of charity, and who has impressed us with 
the truth, that “ he that hath pity upon the poor, \endeth to the Lord.” 

In reviewing the past through @ its difficulties and perplexities, we 
catch a gleam of joy as we see the destitute and suffering cheered during 
their sad pilgrimage over the rough and chilly path of life, by our atten- 
tion to their wants, however sparingly we are able to supply them, and 
doubtless to the minds of those who reflect on the subject, the most con- 
soling thought is, that sympathy is extended by those in happier circum- 
stances, and we trust the pious heart is led to look from the gift to the 
Giver, and thus glorify him who prompts us to do good, For ourselves 
we would briefly exhort each other “not to be weary in well doing ;” “‘ to 
do good and to distribute forget not, for with such sacrifices God is well 
pleased.” There is nothing accomplished without difficulty, without 
trials ; and nothing is worth our efforts that is performed without exercis- 
ing the energies and exertions of mind, heart and strength. Let us, 
therefore, go on and “ faint not,”’ for at the last, we shall reap an abun- 
dant reward. 

Lapirs :—The Officers and Managers to whom you have committed 
the charge of your funds, desire now to lay before you a statement of the 
present condition of the Society. The number of members for life are 
34; annual 268; children 28—making a total of 330; 1 died. New 
members since October 1845,—24. The persons relieved during the 
year were 282. The materials distributed were 779 yards of homespun ; 
534 yards of calico; 1262 yards of flannel. In consequence of a defici- 
ency of funds, and the severity of the weather which occasioned more 
demands upon us, and the high price of goods, we were obliged to stop 
the distribution of clothing much earlier than usual. 
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The Treasurer reports the receipt from members, of $125 75 
Donations, - : - . 118 374 
Making, - : . - $244 124 
Balance from last year, - - - 2 58# 
Total, - : - . $246 719 
Expended for Flannel, &c. - - $226 834 
" Printing Annual Report, 3 00 
$229 83} 
Balance, : - 16 88 
$246 714 


We cannot close our report without returning our grateful thanks, in 
the name of both officers and members, to those benevolent individuals 


_ who soliberally and promptly responded to our call for aid, through the 


papers, and to those who lately have enabled us by their charity to meet 
unpaid demands. Nothing we can say would increase the sweet satis- 
faction of their own hearts, as they reflect on the comfort they have bes- 
towed ou those who are blessed with few of this world’s good things, 
and they may be assured “ God is not unrighteous that he will forget 
their works and labor, that proceedeth of love,” more especially to those 


_ benefactors, whose work has proceeded from love, which love they have 
_ showed for his name’s sake. 





————~wr 0a GS 


NWOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
A Manual of Family Prayers, selected from the services of the Church, 


& by Cuartes James Bioomrietp, D. D., Bishop of London. From a 
_ London Edition ; a few words altered to suit the Protestant Episcopal 


Church in America. Published by the Episcopal Female, Bible, Prayer- 


book and Tract Society of Charleston. Miller & Browne, 1846.—To 


what more important subject could a Tract Society invite attention than 
family instruction and devotion? The most eminent saints have been 
remarkable for their care to bring up their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. It is of “the father of the faithful,” that the 


_ Almighty speaks thus, “I know him that he will command his children 
“and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord.” 


‘‘ Family religion” implies some piety in the head of the family, but if 
a high degree of it be wanting, his interest for others will encourage the 
spiritual culture of his own heart. The instances are many in which 
solicitude for one’s children and servants has greatly contributed to the 

arents and the master’s growth in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We scarcely knew a more useful Tract, than the 


_ one before us, for whose re-publication we are indebted to the excellent 


Society named in the title page. The natural effects of this Tract will 
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be to recommend family worship, and to furnish good means of conduct- 
ing it, we had almost said the best, for where will we find such appro- 
priate, cordial, and orthodux prayer as those in our Book of Common 
Prayer, from which the substance of this Tract is taken. To those not 
familiar with our Prayer-book, this Tract cannot but recommend that 
admirable Manual, and indeed invite attention to the claims of the 
Church, which has principles and usages so Scriptural, and a manner 
and a formulary for prayer to God so comprehensive, discriminating and 
touching, and above all so strictly confirmed to Holy Scripture. Ifin the 
Tract before us all the phrases and words quoted from the Bible were 
marked by italics, we should be surprised to find how much of it is word 
for word Scripture, while the whole is imbued with the doctrines and 
precepts, and spirit of that blessed book. There are prayers for each 
morning and evening of the week, so that they who desire variety can 
be gratified, and they who scruple to use prayers on ¢mdividual authori- 
ty, will recollect that these have the sanction of the Church, being 
selected from her services. We admit that those specially set forth by 
our branch of the Church, are excellent—but there are advantages in 
using sometimes these taken from the Liturgy. 


St. Mary’s Hall, the Bishop’s address, Catalogue and preparations, 
March 1846.—At this institution, (of which the Bishop of New Jersey 
is the Founder, and Rector, having special charge of the department of 
Christian Morals, &c.) it has been the privilege of several young ladies 
of this Diocese to receive a part of their education. But our interest 
in it is the result chiefly of its bearing on the welfare of our branch of 
the Church, and we are thankful for its prosperity and enlarged pros- 
pects. It appears from the Catalogue, it now numbers 124 pupils under 
22 teachers. Among the class-books we notice in Hebrew, Isaiah, and 
the Psalms; in Greek, the New Testament, the Septuagint and the 
Apostolic Fathers; in Latin, Sacra Latina, and Selectz e Patribus; in 
English, Pearson on the Creed ; History of the Church; Wheately and 
Palmer on the Worship of the Church, and Constitution of the 
Church ; and several books in Italian, German and Spanish. In his ad- 
dress to the graduating class, 16 in number, Bishop Doane said: ‘We 
still regard you, and shall ever claim you, as our daughters. Should 
you return to us, to carry on the education, which earth can but degin, we 
shall receive you with a hearty welcome, as children that return to their 
own father’s house. Wherever you may go, we shall go witk you, with 
our love and prayers. We shall rejoice to hear that you are happy. 
We shall mingle tears with yours, when sorrow shall befall you. We 
shall pursue you with a blessing; and our fondest wish shall be, 
to be remembered in your prayers. Dear children, sense and sight 
are but the accidents of our mortality. The heart takes in all space; 
takes in all time. No seas can separate, no mountains can divide, 
congenial souls. We follow our beloved, upon wings that vie with 
steam. We send our thought where magnetism fails to come.— 
We compass earth with sympathies, We mount to heaven, and bear 
them up with prayers. Go where you will, my children, you will bear 
us with yourselves. You will be every where regarded as the daugh- 
ters of St. Mary’s Hall. True hearts, that never saw her walls, will 
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welcome you, for Jesus’ sake. Eyes will be brightened at the name, 
and hands will grasp you witha kindlier and more cordial greeting. 
For the love of Christ is stronger than the holiest bond of nature: and 
the conviction that this Institution is a Christian nursery, favoured and 
blessed of God, has spread as widely as its name is known; and the 
broad circle broadens every year. Into your faithful hands, dear 
daughters, with your loving hearts, [ cheerfully commit her honour, and 


_ repose her interests. You have made good use of your epportunities, 


You have taken kindly to our discipline, You have entwined the best 


_ affections of your hearts with ours.” 


eo 


Discourses on Romanism and Dissent, by W. Dodsworth, A. M., from 


_ the third London Edition, 1842.—In the Gospel Messenger for July and 
_ for September, we published several extracts on very important points, 


from these very able and seasonable Sermons: We have at present 
space, for only two short extracts, but they are valuable. 

On the Holy Eucharist. “ The Apostle does not say, “the cup of 
blessing which we drink, and the bread which we eat,” are the commun- 
ion of the blood and the communion of the body of Christ; but, “ the 
cup of blessing which we bless, and the bread which we break ; clearly 


_ intimating, that through the consecration of the elements to that special 


end, they are made vehicles of grace to the faithful.” 

Standfast in one spirit—Striving together for the faith of the Gospel. 
“In order to obey the injunction in the text, you must refrain from ever 
sanctioning by your presence the assemblies of those whose standing is 


_ one of rebellion against the Lord and his Church. If schism be a sin, 


_ then to be present where it is practised cannot be without culpability. 


And we know who has taught us that we are to measure sin not merely 


by the greatness of its own character, but by the wilfulness of its com- 


mission. ‘‘ Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all.” Besides, nothing can justify WS in running 


into temptation. Remember that to the last we carry about with us a 
currupt nature, whose tendency is always toevil; and that we can only 
be safe, while, committing ourselves to God’s keeping, we watch against 


the most distant approach to sin.” 
rr tat Cg e OO rr —— 
SELECTIONS. 


HIGH AND LOW CHURCHMEN. 


The celebrated South who wrote about 1660, gives these definitions : 
‘‘ Those of the ancienter members of her Communion (the Church of 


; England) who have all along owned and contended for a strict conformi- 


ty to her rules and sanctions, as the surest course to establish her, have 


been of late represented, or rather reprobatefl, under the humiliating 
character of high Churchmen, and thereby stand marked out for all the 
discouragement that spight and power together can cast upon them, 
while those of the contrary way and principle are distinguished, or 


rather sanctified, by the fashionable endearing name of low Churchmen, 


not from their affecting (we may be sure) a lower condition in the 
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Church than others, (since none lie so low, but they can look as high) 
but from the low condition, which the authors of this distinction would 
fain bring the Church itself into,a work in which they have made no small 
progress already. What means the service of the Church, so imperfectly, 
and by halves read over: and that by many who profess a conformity to 
the rules of the Church? What makes them mince and mangle that in 
their practice which they would swallow whole in their subscriptions ? 
Why are the public prayers curtailed and left out ; prayers composed 
with sobriety, and enjoined with authority, only to make the more room 
for a long, crude, impertinent, upstart harangue before the Sermon,” 





——<-— 


HANNAH JERRAM—HER CONFIRMATION. 
[From her life, by her father Mr. Charles Jerram, Vicar of Chobham. ] 


About the time of my beloved daughter’s leaving Kensington-Square, 
she was of a proper age to receive confirmation; and as soon as an op- 
portunity occurred, | directed her attention to the due preparation for it. 
Her mind was already stored with much religious knowledge; her 
temper, habits, and general conduct, indicated that she was under the 
influence of Christian p.inciples ; and it was desirable that, by her own 
act, she should make a solemn surrender of herself to God, and public- 
ly devote herself to his service. I have every reason to believe that 
this was to her, as I well remember it was to myself, when nearly of the 
same age, oneof the most important eveuts of my life. She was diligent 
in the use of means for a suitable preparation for it, and was much im- 
pressed with the solemnity of the ceremony: nor can I doubt that the 
blessing of God attended the performance of it. 

It is a matter of deep regret that an ordinance of religion, so apostolic 
and venerable in its institution, so admirably adapted to awaken serious 
reflection in ryouth, and to fix their volatile thoughts on subjects of 
infinite moment, should be so generally neglected, or so carelessly 
performed. The utter disregard of the great mass of professing Chris- 
tians, of the obligations of the baptismal covenant, is too painful a fact 
for a reflecting mind to dwell upon. Infants are frequently brought to 
the sacramental font, and there solemnly pledged to the service of God, 
without the most distant intention, on the part of their parents or spon- 
sors, to impart any valuable religious knowledge; or to watch over their 
principles and conduct; or to urge them, at a responsible age, to take 
upon themselves the obligations of the baptismal covenant, by a solemn 
devoting of themselves to God inthe ordinance of confirmation. In the 
case of the truly Christian members of our Church, how great is the 
contrast! After years of constant religious instruction, and most affected 
attempts to impress the youthful mind with all that it concerns them to 
know, and become; they_hail the season of confirmation, as affording 
them a fresh and most seasonable opportunity of urging upon them, 
with redoubled earnestness and effect, the great truths of the Gospel ; 
and engage them, as it were, in a sacred covenant, to cleave stead- 
fastly to God, to the end of their life. It is to this holy ordinance, that 
many of the most excellent of the earth have ascribed the commence- 
ment of their steady and uniform Christian course. It becamea sort of 
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starting point. They had long intended to be religious; and had fixed 
on various periods for setting out in earnest; but, alas! when these ar- 
rived, other objects had taken possession of their affections, and the im- 
portant concern was still postponed to a “ more convenient season.” 
But the call to a preparation for confirmation arrested their attention : 
fixed their volatile thoughts; excited serious reflection; put an end to 
procrastination ; determined them to take the side of God; shewed 
them the necessity of a renewed mind; induced them to seek for aid at 
a throne of grace; and finally effected that change of heart and life, 
which rendered them, in their day and generation, blessings to the 
world, and issued in their own everlasting happiness. 

RECEIVING THE LORD’S SUPPER. 

As soon as my beloved daughter had been confirmed, her attention 
was directed to the Lord’s Supper ; and this gave occasion to increased 
seriousness and self-examination. Suitable instructions were given, and 
appropriate books put into her hands; and I have the most satisfactory 
evidence, that this ordinance was exceedingly blessed to her religious 
improvement. I cannot easily forget the emotion I felt when I first pre- 
sented my beloved child with the sacred elements; nor the tears which 
flowed down her cheeks, when she received into her trembling hand, the 
memorials of the Saviour’s dying love. I know she felt that her “ sing 
were grievous, and the burden of them intolerable :” I know she had no 
other hope that they would be pardoned, but through “the blood of the 
cross ;” and I have not the least doubt that it was her most earnest 
prayer, as it was mine, that she might te *‘ one with Christ and Christ 
with her ;” and that she might be strenghtened and enabled to run the 
Christian course. And I may here observe, that at no future time, did 
I administer the sacrament to her, without observing in her the greatest 
seriousness and solemnity ; and had she not told me with the deepest 
grief in her last illness that she had once or twice attended this holy 
institution without due preparation, | should have concluded that no 
individual had approached the table at all times with deeper contrition 
for sin; nor with more earnest desires for an increase of grace; nor 


with a more fixed determination to seek after holiness, than herself. [ 


never remember seeing her at the Lord’s Table without manifest emo- 
tion of mind; and seldom, without tears. So great was her humility, 
and such the overwhelming sense she felt of her utter unworthiness -to 
partake of ‘‘ these holy mysteries,” and exalted privileges, that I believe 
the sentiment of awe usually predominated on these occasions ; but she 
would not be the less acceptable to the compassionate Saviour, because 


_ she felt herself “ unworthy even to pick up the crumbs which fall under 
_ his table ;” and because she “looked upon him whom she had pierced, 
_and mourned because of him.” If “to this man God looks, who is of 


a humble and contrite heart, and that trembles at his word,” then was 
my dear daughter always an acceptable guest at that holy table; and 
departed from it in possession of the sacramental blessing. 

And here I cannot help remarking, how admirably the institutions of 
our Church are adapted to keep up, in succession, the proper Christian 
feeling: and to promote our “ growth in grace, and the knowledge of 


_ our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”’ At the commencement of life we 
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are set apart for the worship and service of God, and made partakers of 
the blessed privileges of the Christian covenant, by an ordinance, at once 
the most simple, significant and solemn. Every thing, which piety or 
prudence could suggest, to make the first and best impressions, and to 
secure the most early attention to the ‘‘ One thing needful” is done for 
us in baptism, As soon as itis supposed that the mind is properly stored 
with Christian knowledge, and the heart duly influenced by spiritual 
principles, and the habits formed for holy living, we are invited to make 
a public profession of our faith in Jesus Christ, and to seek an increased 
portion of the influence of the Holy Spirit, by earnest prayer and the 
primitive custom of “laying on of hands,” that we may “ continue 
Christ’s faithful soldiers and servants, to our life’s end.” We are next 
called upon to bind ourselves, by the most affecting and sacred tokens, to 
perpetual fidelity to our ‘‘ Lord and Master ;” and to enter into the most 
intimate union and fellowship with him, by partaking of elements, 
which represent the body that was crucified, and the blood which was 
shed for our eternal salvation, And in order to keep up a perpetual 
memory of these inestimable blessings, exalted privileges, and solemn 
obligations, we are required from time to time, to repeat the sacred 
ceremony, which is pregnant with such affecting considerations, and 
beneficial results. Nor can I entertain a reasonable doubt that my be- 
Joved daughter reaped a rich harvest from these institutions. I know 
they awakened her attention, from time to time, to the most important 
concerns; and served to keep alive those Christian feelings, which are 
essential to our happiness in both worlds; and which, without these 
means of grace, would have been in danger of languishing, if not of 
utter extinction.—Southern Churchmen. 





—<}—— — 


CHURCH PRINCIPLES. 


This then is the task devolving upon that portion of the Anglican 
Church which has labored, and with effect, to bring outthe Church as the 
Church, viz., toshew the intimate connexion between Church ordinances 
and spiritual life; that those may not be separated: and that whenever 
they ave separated, then High Church views, if held at all, are either 
held as a theory, and not as principles, for the spiritual life, maintained, 
or rather sought to be maintained, independently of the ordinances of 
the Church, is little else than fanaticism and self-will. Ina word, the 
work now in hand is to bring forth catholicism ; Catholic doctrine, Cath- 
olic practices, Catholic living. It is to this, that all real Churchmen 
should brace themselves. They must neither be intimidated by the 
clamor of foes, nor by the misgivings of friends. They must be pre- 
pared to find themselves in a minority even amongst their adherents. 
Many will go a certain distance, who will refuse to go the whole way. 
Many will approve of “ Church” ways, provided they involve no prin- 
ciple, or demand no sacrifice. But if by ‘‘ Church” is meant a clear 
recognition of simple dependence on the ordinances of God, a constant 
attendance upon the means of grace, an entire devotedness to God’s 
service, a forsaking of evil ways, a liberal and more than liberal dis- 
bursement of earthly goods, a complete and thorough cleansing of the 
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heart, and to this end the use of Confession, (when needs be,) and all 
other means of grace; a willing oledience to authority, the subjugation 
of the flesh by prayer and fasting, an entire separation from the motives, 
principles, and lives of worldly men,—if this be the meaning of “ High 
Church” views, then is there too much reason to fear, that the number 
entertaining these views will be comparatively small. But we repeat, 
that to shew, to teach, to prove the connexion between these principles 
and these practices is the work to which Churcumen ate called.— Church 
Times. 





eo oe 


PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 


An extract from the writings of Rev. John W. Nevin, D. D., a minis- 
ter of the German Reformed Church. 

It is indeed an abominable usurpation, when the Church claims to be 
the source of truth for the single Christian separately from the Bible, or 
the absolutely infallible interpreter of the sense of the Bible itself; and 
so requires him to yield his judgmeut blindly to her authority and tra- 
dition. But itis a presumption equally abominable, for a single individ- 
ual to cast off all respect for Church authority and Churel life, and pre- 
tend to draw his faith immediately from the Bible, only and wholly 
through the narrow pipe-stem of his own private judgment. No one 
does so in fact. Our most bald, abstract sects even, show themselves 
here as much under authority almost as Papists themselves. Where 
shall we find a greater traditionist that the Scotch Seducer? ‘Who less 
free ordinarily in the exercise of what he calls his private judgment, 
upon the sense of scripture? His ecclesiastico-theological system, as 


_ handed down by his Church, or fraction of a Church, sways his inter- 


_ pretation at every point. Such a thing as an absolutely abstract private 
judgment we meet with in no denominatiun, party,or sect. But if we 


De 


had it, what would it be worth? Or so far as we find any thing like an 


_ approximation to it, to what honor or confidence is it entuled? For at 


the last, what sort of comparison can there be between the naked judg- 
ment of a single individual and the general voice of the Church? The 


argument from prescription here, is one which no spiritually sane mind 
can despise. We employ it with overwhelming force against the Anti- 


trinitarian, the Anti-pedo-baptist, the Anti-sacrameutal Quaker, and the 
whole host of fanatical upstarts who modestly undertake to make the 
world believe, that the City of God has been buried for eighteen centu- 


ries like Herculaneum and Pompeii, and is now tc be dug out of the 
scriptures for the first time by such as themselves: Even the theories 
of a learned man are deservedly borne down by the weight uf this 
authority; clothed in such a form, for instance, as it carries in opposition 


_to the fancy of Prof. Bush, when he tries to persuade us that the resur- 


rection of believers takes place at their death, The private judgment 


of a Grotius, as such, is a small thing as compared with the judgment « f 


the Church. But we are told, the issue is p:operly, not between a Gro- 
tius or a George Fox, and the Church, but between the Bible and the 
Church, evangelism and ecclesiasticism. Asif tie Bible could interpret 


itself, without the intervention of a human judgment, either public or 


_ private: There is gross sophistry in the alternative, as thus presented. 
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In any true statement of the case, neither the judgment of the Church = 
nor that of the individual, is to be exhibited as a professedly separate r 
source of truth. Romanism and Rationalism, in this view, fall here in 
opposite directions under the same condemnation. The only fait alter- 
native lies between the Bible as apprehended by the Church, and the 
same Bible as apprehended by an individual, or by some party or sect 
to which he may happen to belong. Shall the Church interpret the 
Bible for the single believer, or shall he interpret it for himself? The 
question comes at last to this, But the issue, in such form, is false. 
Neither side of the alternative, separately taken is true; and yet neither 
is absolutely untrue. The Church may err; and every man is bound to 
exercise his own reason, in things pertaining to his salvation. But still 
the Church is the pallar and ground of the truth. The Bible lives and 
has power as God’s word, only in and by the Church, the body of Christ. 
It is must certain then, that private judgment, extrinsical to all felt com- 
munion with the life of the Church, as a continuation through all centu- 
ries of the life of Jesus Christ, is entitled to no confidence whatever. 
Private judgement, or if any one please, the use of the Bible in this 
form, is a sacred right, to be parted with for no price by those whom the 
truth has made. free ; but it can hold only in the element of true Church 
authority. In proportion precisely as the sense of that general life 
which has constituted the unity of the Church from the beginning, is 
found to be wanting in any individual; iu proportion precisely as it is 
ossible for him to abjure all respect fur the organic whole, in virtue of 
which only he can have any life as a part; in proportion precisely as he 
is ruled by the feeling, that the Bible is to be interpreted, as a revelation , 
just fallen from heaven, without any regard to the development of its 
contents, the stream of its living waters, as carried forward in the faith 
of Christendom, from the beginning down to the present time; in the , 
same proportion | say precisely, must such an individual, be his qualifi- 
cations and resources in other respects what they may, be counted an ‘ 
unsafe expounder of God’s word, either for himself or for others. The ‘ 
Bible mirrored from his mere private judgment, as thus sundered from 1 
all proper Church consciousness, is likely to reveal but little of the mind ; 
of the Spirit. The issue then as made between the Bible and the I 
de 
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Church, is false and sophistical; and the polemic who takes prouss 
upon it as though it were of any real force, only shows himself again 


unequal to the wants of this great controversy.”—Church Times, 
nner nO QO 0 re—— al 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. = 

ome A 

THE ADDRESS th 

On the occasion of opening the J'emporary Chapel for the School of the Diocese of South th 

Carolina, October 14th, 1846. he 

Our Father in heaven, who desires the happiness and the usefulness of 

of his human children, cannot but be favorable to knowledge—for who is th 
to be told how much his own happiness, and the happiness of those with 

whom he is connecte!, depend upon the improvement of his mind, and Pa 

the storing of it with information. We are enjoined, in the Bible,to del 
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add to our faith, knowledge, and in it are treasures of knowledge, which 

we cannot possess, without the diligent study of that blessed book.— 

They who have knowledge are to assist others in acquiring it—as parents, 

their children; sponsors, their wards; masters their servants; elder 

brothers and sisters, the younger members of the family, and teachers 

by profession, the young who are entrusted to them by parents and 
vardians, and the uninformed in general. 

In the bible, parents are commanded to teach their children. Is it 
human knowledge? That they will of course impart. I¢ ts the knowl- 
edge of religioustruth, and duty. By the Church, sponsors are enjoined 
to teach divine knowledge, “ all things which a Christian ought to know, 
and believe to his soul’s health.” For the better instruction of his 
children, the parents will of course call to his assistance the Schoo] Mis- 
tress, and School Master. 

In the Old Testament, we read of Schools, and we know there was 
religious instruction in them, for candidates for the priestly office were 
there trained and taught to enter on the same. 

The Church of Christ, in all times and countries, has zustituted Schools. 
She has not been willing to place her young members, under the direc- 
tion of the unbeliever. She has chosen for instructors, and examplars, 
the elder members of her Communion? She has preferred that her 
children should receive, even their secular knowledge, from their elder 
brothers in the faith; and counselled parents to select for their young 
ones, as their companions and monitors and guides, and helpers, not 
those who might contaminate them, but those, who in heart and life pro- 
fessed the religion of Christ. She regards “learning as the handmaid 
of the faith.” She has uttered her warning against the divorce of divine 
and human knowledge, against the cultivation of the understanding 
_ separated from that of the affections and the conscience; and in the 
_ Schools of her founding, bas provided for religious instruction ; for re- 

commending the pursuit of human knowledge from Christian motives, 
and not from motives of a worldly nature; and for disciplining the dis- 
position, the heart, and therefore ‘daily prayer”’ is that which is deemed 
indispensable in her Schools. It has been well remarked “the being 
most like Satan, which the world can shew, is the man of trained zntel- 
lect,and of untrained heart.” ‘“ The march of intellect is dangerous with- 
out correct morals.” The branch of the Church, in our father-land, we 
know was, and is, wide awake to the importance of this subject. In her an- 
cient Universities, Oxford and Cambridge; in her great Schools, as Eton 
_and Westminister; in her modern Seminaries, King’s College, London ; 
» the Colleges at Calcutta, in Canada, and in other provinces; tm which 
_ of them can you trace the anomoly, (alas almost peculiar to onr own 
_ America) of the absence of religious teaching and training ? which of 
_ them has not, as its presiding officer, a Clergyman, a pledged servant of 
the Gospel? In which of them are Morning and Evening Prayer not 
held—and the religion of Christ not taught systematically? In which 
of the Universities and Colleges is there not a Professor for this very 
thing—the inculcation of “the truth, as it in Jesus ?” 
When the Society of England for ‘‘ Propagating the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts,” to which under God the Church in out country, isso largely in- 
_ debted, sent among us Missionaries and Catechists, they sent School Mas- 
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ters also; several of whom in due season, were admitted to “ Holy 
Orders,” and these School Masters were clarged to teach, not human 
learning only, but also the “ Christian religion.” 

The eminently, in talent, knowledge and virtue, Bishop Berkley, 
spared neither personal sacrifice, nor toil, nor expense, to provide for 
our country a proper Church College on the largest scale, but he was 
deceived and discomfited by the political rulers. The members of our 
Church, on this side the Atlantic, had their College (and it was one 
creditable to them) at New York; but whether they did for zt, and for the 
cause of Church education among us a// that they might, and ought, we 
are vot prepared to decide. 

After the Revolution, perhaps they were too weak to do much, but 
might they not have husbanded their resources, and not scattered them 
in rearing institutions from which Christianity was excluded, or not 
taught, as they had received the same? It is gratifying however to be 
authorized tu say, that at present the sentiment is universal, or nearly so, 
that our Chereh ought to have its own Schools. In most of our Dioces- 
es, measures have. been adopted, or are contemplated for founding 
Schools Parochial, or Diocesan; and in some we have Colleges as Trinity 
College, Diocese of Connecticut ; St. Paul’s, Diocese of New York; 
College at Genova in the Diocese of Western New York, and St. 
James’s, in the Diocese of Maryland. 

In the Diocese of South-Carolina, all our Bishops have been fast 
friends of Christian education, regarding it as a vital interest of the 
Church. Our first Bishop was for some years at the head of a flourish- 
ing Academy, and by consenting to accommodate several of. the 
pupils, in his own family, exercised a most salutary influence on their 
character, and for the advancement of the Church—(some of these pu- 
pils becoming in manhood the chief friends and supporters of the 
Church.) His Academy was merged into the Charleston College, of 
which he was the first Presideiut, and where was educated our third 
Bishop, and other persons prominent in Church affairs, 

Our second Bishop, was one of the founders, (perhaps I might say the 
leader among them, of our * General Thealugica! Seminary,” which he 
regarded as ‘the incipient step to proceedings for the education of our 
youth in general. On aSchool for the education of Candidates for Holy 
Orders, there might, he thought, be grafied an University, and each Di- 
ocese might have its College, ‘ma wach Parish its own School, 

Our third Bishop, was elected President of the Charleston College, 
and in that station, acted for a short time, and for many years, as a most 
useful member of the Board of Trustees, indeed the revival of the in- 
stitution, after its suspension for many years was chiefly attributable to 
him. Bat he anxiously desired, (as his addresses to the Convention 
amply attest,) that the Church should have its own Schools, and declared 
it to be his deliberate, and settled opinion that until it had its own 
Schools, divine and human knowledge would coutinue to be separated 
in the education of our children. It would have been his determination, 
(had citcumstances permitted) to endow such a School, and he affirmed 
that he knew ot no method, by which a friend of the Church could so 
well advance her welfare, as by making such a foundation. 
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In 1841, the Convention of this Diocese instituted the School now 
around me, with no other patronage than a recommendation, A few lib- 
eral friends met the expenses of the removal from another State of the 
first Principal. The charges for tuition were placed ata low rate, that 
the pious parent whose means were limited, might not be debarred from 
availing himself of the School, and therefore the income being inade- 

uate for the support of the Teacher, the deficiency was supplied by the 
liberality of congregations and individuals. 

In 1845, the School was removed to the building it now occupies, under 
the charge of the present Principal, the former having resigned, and its 
condition and prospects are encouraging. Its essential feature—the 
simultaneous cultivation of the mind and heart, the understanding and 
the conscience, and the imparting of both daily religious and secular 
knowledge has been steadily maintained. ‘here have been daily pray- 
ers, and daily instruction in the Bible, the Catechistn and the Prayer- 
book generally ; and weekly Visits ty the Bishop to be present at the 
instruction in religion, and to conduct the devotions. 

In 1845, a Prospectus was issued for providing the Institution with a 
Chapel. The expediency of it is obvious, for what University or Col- 
lege of learning, is without one? The amount of subscription has not 
warranted the proceeding to erect the Chapel, according to the beautiful 
design by Mr. White; but we indulge the hope of assistance in due 
season. 

In the meantime, has been provided this temporary Chapel. It 
is not consecrated, because it is temporary. But it is holy to the Lord. 
Here the Principal and the Teachers, the Pupils of the School; and the 
Bishop, Priests and Deacons of the Diocese—the parents, guardians, 
sponsors, aud friends in general of our young people—will assemble to 
pray for the blessing of God on this School, and all connected with it— 
the Convention which founded it— the patrons who sustain it—and the 
teachers, and the taught. We hope, in due season there will be ‘ daily 
prayer” both Morning and Evening. And that there will be worship 
and instruction on the Lord’s day, and when practicable on other holy 
days, for the special accommodation of the boarders in the Institution, 
and of the boarders at other Schools, and of the young from the country 
wh. have not seats in any of our Churches, It will be a Church espe- 
cially for youth—and the preacher will most probably adapt his discours- 
es to the circumstances of the majority of his fellow worshippers. 

It is expected, there will be a Sunday School, of which children 
whose parents are not members of any one of our city Churches, may 
have the benefit, Residents in the neighbourhood, whose age or in- 
firmity may prevent their attending at a distant Church, may be glad to 
avail themselves of the services on the Lord’s day, and the neighbors 
generally may desire the opportunity which “ daily prayer” will afford, 

It may not be in our power, always to obtain the services of a Cler- 
gyman, but a Candidate for Holy Orders may conduct the devotions, 
and edify much by the reading of a Homily or a well approved Sermon, 
and at the same time, he will usefully to himself exercise some of those 
functions, in which he is to be engaged, when he is ordained. 

Brethren, we ask your prayers fur our guidance and assistance, and 
for a blessing on us, in this our undertaking. It is, we conscientiously 
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believe, adapted to promote the glory of God, and the best welfare of 
man. It is to these high objects, that our beloved School is consecrated. 
The Chapel is an appropriate, an almost indispensable appendage of 
the School. 


May your prayers, and your alms ascend up for a memorial before 
God—Amen. : 


_ 


eee 
POETRY. 


IMMORTALITY. 


(An extract somewhat altered, with an attempt to versify it.) 








I have seen the flower withering on the stalk, and its bright leaves spread on the ground, [I 
jooked again; it sprung forth afresh; the stem was crowned with new buds; the sweetness 
thereof filled the air, 

I have seen the sun set in the west, and the shades of night shut in the wide horizon: there 
was no color, nor shape, nor beauty, nor music; gloom and darkness brooded around. I looked 
again: the sun broke forth from the east, guilding the mountain tops; the lark rose to meet 
him from her lowly nest; and the shades of darkness fled away. 

I have seen the insect, being of full size, languish; and spinning for itself a tomb, lay 
shrouded in its silken cone. I looked again: it burst its bonds ; it was full of life, sailing on 
colored wings through the soft air; it rejoiced in its new being. 

Thus shall it be with thee, O man; and so shall thy life be renewed. They body shall re- 
turn to the dust from whence it came, and thy soul to God who gave it; if thou art good, thou 
shalt be happy evermore. 

Who is He that saves from sin and death? He descends on a fiery cloud: the sound of a 
trumpet goes before him: thousands of angels are on his right hand. It is Jesus: the Son 
of Jehovah; the Saviour of men; the Friend of the goods He comes in the glory of his 
Father, receiving power from on high. 

Mourn not, therefore, child of immortality ; for the cruel spoiler that laid waste the works 
of God is subdued: Jesus hath conquered. 


The flowers withering on the stalk, 
Spread their bright leaves around; 
Emblems of truth in them are seen, 
Such as on earth is found, 
The sombre aspect of the stem, 
Into new life shall spring ; 
New buds a diadem shall form ; 
The air their sweetness bring. 


Into the glowing west, at eve, 
The laboring sun declines ; 

Nor color, shape, nor beauty are 
Observ’d from the dark lines. 
Again; guilding the mountain top, 

He rises in the east ; 
And joyful gives a feast to all,§ 
The greatest and the least. 


The insect comes; and, for itself, 
Enjoying its brief days, 
Then spinning, forms a silken tomb, 
And shrouded in it lays. 





Poetry. 


New life is seen; its bonds are burst; 
It into beauty springs ; 

Through soft and balmy air it sails 
On many colored wings. 


So shall it be with thee,O man ! 
Thy body turns to dust ; 
The mouldering tomb contains it all, 
All its degrading lust, 
Thy life again with beauty drest, 
The spirit free shall greet ; 
In regions pure and ever fair , 


They hope again to meet. 


Jesus, the Saviour: He itis, 
‘ Who frees from sin and pain, 
Descending on a fiery cloud 
Into our earthly plain ; 
Thousands of angels him attend, 
With sounding trumps of gold: 
Jehovah’s Son; the good man’s friend ; 
The joyful song of old. 





ALL SAINT’S DAY. 


Praise to the Lord! for they are past, 
They are gone safe before, 
They have borne the wildest tempest blast, 
And heard the last storm’s roar. 
Shout to the Captain of our great salvation— 
He brings his own redeemed from every nation. 


Mourners they were, they weep not now; 
Sick—they know not pain; 

And glory shines on every brow 
Of that once feeble train. 


There are Judea’s martyr band, 
There Cappadocia’s sons, 

And bright and beautiful there stand, 
Our own beloved ones! 


Oh, blest, and beautiful, and bright, 
How fair the white robes gleam ! 

Oh, to behold that blessed sight, 
With not a veil between ! 


Yet once like ours, each aching brow, 
Throbb’d in the sultry noon— 

Their spirits sunk, as ours do now, 
From midnight’s chilling moon, 


And once like us with trembling fear, 
Their unknown path they view’d; 

Now God has wiped away each tear, 
From all that multitude. 





Shout! they have gained their rest at last, 
The port where they would be ; 
Though adverse gale, and tempest-blast, 
Their followers still are we. 
Hasten! thou Captain of thy saints’ salvation, 
Bring home thy own redeemed from every nation. 





Ss. 
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The following lines were written by a child of the age of twelve years and a half, daugh- 


ter of one of the Clergy of Lower Canada, upon occasion of witnessing a recent Confirma- 
tion, They are purely from her own hand, 


ON CONFIRMATION. 


Lowly around that holy shrine 
A crowd of suppliants kneel, 
Before yon reverend divine, 
His sacred hands to feel. 


Behold, on each successive head, 
Those hallow’d hands are prest : 
How like the lamb which Jesus took 

And folded to his breast ! 


On each a blessing now descends, 
And witha father’s love, 

The man of God repeats his charge, 
And points to Heaven above. 


Come, Holy Ghost. redeem the pledge, 7 
By Christ to mortals given ; 

Thy blessings pour on all their heads, 
And lift their souls to heaven. 


Thy Grace alone can keep them free ’ 
From sin, and every harm: 
Saviour, let Satan now no more, 
Their ransom'd souls alarm, Tue CHURCH. 





From the Banner of the Cross. 
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 


Church of my sires! my love to thee 

Was nurtured with my infancy, 

And now maturer thoughts approve 

The object of that infant love. 

Visions of light arrest my eye 

In each rich page of memory ; 

The blessings at thine altar given, 

Thy prayers, which lift my soul to heaven ; 
The monuments that round thee rise, 

In token of the good and wise; 

The graves with verdure still renewed, 

As with my constant tear bedewed, 

Where those in hallowed slumber lie, 
Whose deaths have taught me how to die. 
And shall I not withall my powers, 

Watch round thy venerable towers ? 

And can I bid the pilgrim flee, 

To holier mother than to thee ? 

Whose hands shall guide his wand’ring feet, 
Through fields with flowers of mercy sweet, 
Along the true, the living road 

That leads to rest, and heaven and God, 


CUNNINGHAM, 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Missionary Lecture at St. Stephen’s Chapel.—That for October was 
delivered by the Assistant Minister of St. Philip’s Church, Charleston 
(Rev. J. B. Campbell.) His subject was the case of the unjust but hu- 
manly prudent Steward. 


Special Ordination—On Wednesday, 7th Oct., in Christ Church 
Parish, at the Village of Mount Pleasant in St. Andrew’s Chapel, the 
Rev'd. John R. Fell, was admitted to the Holy Order of Priests. ‘ Morn- 
ing Prayer’ was said by Rev. Mr. Marshall, who also presented the 
Candidate—the Sermon was by the Rev. J. H. Cornish. These Pres- 
byters and Rev’d. A. Fowler united in the imposition of hands, 

To those whom it may concern.—It may be expedient to make the 
statement, as has been done in other periodicals, that the conductors of 
the Gospel Messenger, are not responsible for the articles of their cor- 
respondents, and that it is conducted (see the cover) by “‘ members” (not 
a member,) see 1 Peter iv: 15, last clause. 


Temporary Chapel for the School of the Diocese—A room 45 by 20 
feet, for the above purpose has been prepared in the basement of the 
Parsonage of St. Philip’s Church, at the Corner of Wentworth and 
Glebe Streets, and it was opened with “ Evening Prayer” by the Rec- 
tor at 40’clock, P. M., on Wednesday the 14th October. There was an 
“ Address” by the Bishop and after it prayers adapted to the occasion. 
It is supposed this Chapel will accommodate about 200 persons, and it 
was nearly filled. One of our pleasantest autumn evenings, correspond- 
ed with the grave, yet joyous feelings of the occasion. Near this spot, 
was a Church School about a century since. We indulge the hope that 
the present Church School will be lasting and improving, and that the 
indispensable appendage to it—a Chapel, will greatly add to its useful- 
ness, and secure his favor, without which “ nothing is strong—nothing 
is holy.”” 1t is understood that, as soon as practicable, there will be 
daily “ Morning and Evening prayer” and that the attendance of neigh- 
bours and any who wish it, will be welcomed. 

See the advertisement on the cover. 


Confirmation.—This holy rite was administered at St. Philip’s Church 
on the 19th Sunday after Trinity (18th Oct.,) to 20 members of that 
Congregation. 


Thanksgiving day appointed by the City Corporation—The Church 
having ordered that the day named by the civil authority shall be the - 
annual Thanksgiving (in preference to the day she has named) the same 
was observed in our Churches in the city, and ir some of them, In con- 
formity to the request of the Convention of the Diocese, collections 
were made for the relief of the aged and disabled Clergy—at St. 
Philip’s, was collected $99; at St. Paul’s $23 97. 
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Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of our Clergy.— 
The Anuiversary of this useful institution was commemorated on the 
third Wednesday (21st) of October. After the reading and approval of 
the Report of the Standing Committee, and the election of officers, in 
couformity to ancient usage, most of the members had a social repast, 
from which they retired at an early hour. In the year 1838, many of 
the members of this Society, furmed an Association for the relief of the 
aged and disabled Clergy—the report of which was read on this occa- 
sion, both funds having the same Treasurer. 

The following gentlemen were elected Officers for the ensuing year; 
Robert Martin, Esq., Presedent ; Col, James Gadsden, Vice President ; 
Wm. C. Bee, Secretary ; and James R. Pringle, Treasurer. 

Stinding Committee——Hon. Henry Deas, Chas. Fraser, Jas. H. Tad- 
son, James Rose, J. H. Tucker, Wm. B, Pringle, Dr. I. M. Campbell, 
Dr. J. P. Jervey and Charles T. Lowndes. 


Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the P. E. Church.—The 
Spirit of Missions” for October has less than usual, but promises to 
make up the deficiency next month. The argument for “ special 
agents” dves not convince us, for, as has been well said, a fever is gen- 
erally fullowed by a chill. Systematic charity will fill all the streams of 
charity to overflowing, if we could only make it general among those 
who call themselves Church people. But if there be “ special agents,” 
they should be sent to all the Dioceses, or at least to the larger and richer 
ones which we need not say are North of the Roanoke. We extract as 
heretofore: “ It was distinctly stated by Bishop Meade, at the last meet- 
ing of the Board as the sense and judgment of the Church at the time 
the missionary organization of 1835 went into effect, that the consent of 
all concerned to the visits of authorized agents of the Board was to be 
presumed, so that permission need not be asked, but that if objected to, 
there was an end of the matter, at least so far as the agent was concerned, 
he must desist.” . . ‘Iam aware that objections might be made to 
this plan by the Clergy, on the ground that they do not wish interference 
in their parishes: and in some respects the objection is tenable ; but I 
think that it could easily be overcome by letting it be fully understood 
that the agen's claim no authority to go into a parish except by cour- 
tesy.” . . ‘In some instances 1 understand that the Parish Clergy 
do not wish the.interference of the agent; and then of course he dues 
not attempt it.” 

Hong Kong.—This small island, now a dependency of the British 
Crown, is chiefly interesting in a religious point of view, as affording a 
station from which Missionaries for the instruction and conversion of the 
Chinese may hereafter be sent, At present there are but two English 
Clergymen—one the civil, the other the military Chaplain, on the island ; 
and there is as yet no Church worthy of the name. It is well known, 
however, that asum of 15,000J: has been contributed for the endowment 
of a Bishopric, somewhere inthe Chinese Seas, and 5,000. more fur the 
foundation of a College, at which, we may trust, future Missionaries may 
acquire the language of the country, and be prepared, by the necessary 
education, for the work of evangelists. 
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We do not perceive on the cover, the names of the two special agents. 
Have they resigned. Are the Dioceses not yet visited by the Agency 
to be passed over ? : 

The amount reported is, for Domestic Missions $694; from South- 
Carvlina, $6! for Foreign Missions $657 ; from South-Carolina, $93, 


Connecticut.—The 62d Annual Diocesan Convention was held June 
9th and 10th—present the Bishop; 71 of the Clergy, and many Lay- 
- Delegates, whole number of “‘lergy, 101; and of Candidates for Orders 
22. In his Address the Bishop said: “Through the good providence 
of God, we have been but little excited by the agitations which have 
prevailed around us, and have witnessed but few leanings towards the 
extreme opinions and novel usages which have aroused those agitations. 
I trust that the principles of sound Churchmanship, which we have de- 
rived from our predecessors, will prevent us from being led astray by 
any plausible sophistries, or by any allurements presented to romantic, 
superstitious, or imaginative tempers. ‘The extravagances, and defec- 
tions which have disturbed the peace of the Church, may generally be 
traced to men of inconstant minds, who vibrate between one extreme 
and another; and will seldom be found to have originated with those 
who have long walked in the “ old paths,” and who have been “ settled 
and grounded in the truth.” As I have no sympathy with those extreme 
opinions to which I have alluded, so | do not participate in that panic 
which they have excited in the minds of many worthy members of our 
Church.” . . “I will only urge upon you the duty of moderation and 
candour, and warn you of the danger of encouraging an uucharitable 
and unchristian temper. We have had enough of controversy, The 
Church needs repose. For ourselves, brethren, we can find occupation 
enough in the cultivation of a more fervent personal piety, and in labor- 
ing more zealously for the advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom.” . 
° “ By steadily pursuing this course, we shall more effeetually serve 
the cause of our Divine Master than by engaging in party strifes among 
ourselves, or in unnecessary cuntroversies with others, And amidst ail 
the contentions of the times, let us steadfastly adhere to the true “ Via 
Media” of the Church ;—the middle. ground between the errors and 
superstitions of Romanism on the one hand, and the still more fatal er- 
rors of Rationalism and Infidelity on the other.” 

The following passed: ‘“ Wuereas it is understood by this Convention 
that the Sermon of the Rev. Dr. Jarvis, delivered before it, on Tuesday 
the 9th inst., has been obtained for publication, at the request of a num- 
ber of the Clergy, 

Resolved, That the Rt. Rev. the Bishop be requested to present to the 
Rt. Rev. the Primus of the Church in Scotland, any number of copies 
which may be placed at his disposal by the subscribers, for the purpose 
of distribution among our brethren of that Church. 

Resolved, That this Convention will be happy to see the Concordate 
between the Church of Scotland and this Diocese, re-printed as an 
Appendix to the Sermon; together with the Letter of the Bishops of 
the Church of Scotland to this Diocese.” 

From an able report on the Constitution we extract: “ The Conven- 

tion ot every Diocese is composed of the Bishop, Clergy and Laity. 
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The great rule of St. Ignatius, which has ever been observed in all parts 
and in all ages of the Catholic Church, “et nothing be done without the 
Bishop,” has ever been observed in this earliest Diocese of the Ameri- 
can Church. Connecticut has aright to congratulate herself for having 
preserved an entire consistency on this point from the beginning of her 
Ecclesiastical organization.” . . ‘ The Clergy, therefore, both Pres- 
byters and Deacons, sit in Convention of right, not as representatives of 
parishes or of seats of learning, or as Missionaries, or from any other 
contigency, but by virtue of their office derived from Christ.” . . . 
“ Those who had received orders from other Bishops may, by letters 
dimissory accepted by the Bishop of this Diocese, be admitted under his 
jurisdiction,” 

Tennessee—The 18th Annual Convention of this Diocese met July 
8th-11th—present, the Bishop; 10 of the Clergy, and 21 Lay-Deputies 
representing 10 Parishes. It was, Resolved, That a Committee of three 
be appointed to report fully at the next Annual Convention the financial 
condition of the (Columbia Female) Institute, and upon what terms it 
may become the property of the Church in this Diocese : such report to 
be accompanied if practible, with a proposition to that effect in writing 
frum the Trustees of the Institute.* . . The Bishop was requested 
to act under the VI Canon of 1844, respecting Deacons. There are 14 
Clergymen and 1 Candidate for Holy Orders, In his address the Bishop 
said ‘‘ I hope the remark will not be deemed out of place, when I say, 
that it seems to me thata Register of passing events in connection with 
the Church—containing notices of clerical changes—ordinations—con- 
secrations of churches, &¢e—meetings of conventions—E piscopal charges 
and addresses, and reports of missionaries and such like matters of gen- 
eral and local interest would embrace nearly every thing which the 
members of our communion, in the present state of the Church would 
desire. Iam certain that very many of them would prefer such a pub- 
lication to those by which they are now weekly visited.” . . ‘* The 
Diocese has never presented so encouraging an aspect as at this time, 
and if we are but diligent in the improvement of our privileges and the 
gracious opportunities which God vouchsafes, our Zion will speedily 
‘‘ lengthen her cords and strengthen her stakes,” and become a praise 
among those who have looked upon her with distrust and jealousy, if 
not hostility. All the elements and means of success are in our reach, 
if we will but be at the pains to use them. There are many stations 
which we ought to occupy because of their importance, and which we 
can with ease, if our Lay brethren will but provide for us the necessary 
means of a very moderate support.” : 

Kentucky.—A special Convention of this Diocese was held August 
20th—present, the Bishop; 6 of the Clergy, and 7 Lay-Deputees repre- 
senting 3 Parishes. It was “ Resolved, That it is inexpedient for the 
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Ken- 
tucky, to retrocede the property of Shelby College. That the Trustees 
be requested to fill the Presidency and Professorship in said College, as 
soon as may be, with competent persons—that the members of the 
Church in Kentucky, and elsewhere, be reminded of the advantages of 
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the College at Shelbyville, and be solicited to avail themselves of those 
advantages, as well for the sake of their sons, as of the Church, . . . 
In his Appeal, the Bishop says, “If we prize the peculiar privileges of 
that branch of the Church of Christ to which it is our happiness to be- 
long, it is the sterotyped conviction of the age that we arg bound to pro- 
vide Parochial and Diocesan Schools, where our children can be trained 
in the Church, dy the Church, for the Church on earth, in order that they 
may the more surely become members of the Church above.” . . . 
‘‘ In the name of God and his Church, then, we summon the Clergy and 
the Laity tothe rally. No time is to be lost. Every son of the Church 
sent from home to school at all, is respectfully and earnestly claimed in 
aid of this effort of the Church. Every dollar consecrated to the Lord, 
and not yet appropriated, is solicited to set forward this great work.” 

It is painful to notice in every Diocese (South-Carolina not excepted) 
how little interest is taken in Church Schools. The mass who profess 
and call themselves Churchmen, give not “a single dollar” for their in- 
dispensible endowment, and for the education of their young baptized 
ones, they prefer this School because the teacher is a foreigner, or has 
many years in “ foreign lands,’—that School because it is full of the 
children of the rich and great—a third School, because it is near the 
home ; and a fourth for no reason at all. The general error is that the 
School is for the mind exclusively, not for the affections and the con- 
science—for knowledge only, not for good habits also; for this life, 
without any reference to immortality. Intellectual ability is the idol, 
moral and religious character never considered ! 

Seamen—their Christianizing—The Society of our branch of the 
Church in New York in the second Report of the Managers inform 
us: In December they received $1000 from an unknown friend for 
building a floating Chapel, on the North River, which will soon be com- 
pleted. The Rev. Mr. Parker the Missionary “constantly receives, 
fiom Seamen who are absent, as well as from those who are in Port, 
testimonials of the interest which they feel in the prosperity of their 
Chapel. Some idea of this interest may be had from the fact, that on 
every Sabbath there are many requests for the prayers of the Church in 
behalf of those who are about to sail; often these requests number 
twenty ; sometimes they have amounted to seventy. Nor are the Sea- 
men less grateful for the preservation vouchsafed, than anxious to secure 
the protection of Almighty God. Scarcely a Sabbath passes without the 
acknowledgment of God’s mercies, from wany sailors who have return- 
ed safely to port. IJtis a happy illustration of the usefulness of this 
mission, that one of the first. places visited by the returning seamen is 
their home of. prayer, and one of the first persons whom they greet, is 
their Missionary.” . . ‘Of one convert, the report remarks, * Iind- 
ing no place to pray among the crowd, he has often while the opportu- 
nity was afforded, come early in the morning, preventing the day, to 
offer his devotions in the secrecy and solitude of the Chapel. Asa 
Christian man, (and his example reads an eloquent lesson to some in our 
midst who make more professions than he,) it has been his constant cus- 
tom to bow his head and his heart in supplication for God's blessing, 
before he has partaken of his mess. As will readily be believed, this 
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has not been but in the midst of many sneers, and much derision. But 
his passions have been curbed by an Omnipotent Spirit, and quiet, kind 
and orderly consistency of conduct, has been the only reply. Thus, by 
the help of God, he has been the means of leading two of his compan- 
ions into the same hopes which through the Saviour, he possesses; and 
without one word of reproof or impatience on his part, his messmates 
when they now prepare to eat, stand quietly around with their hats off, 
until he has finished his silent blessing. It has been the influence of a 
meek and steadfast Christian character, enforcing respect and esteem,” 
» . « “Of another, as follows: “a wild, reckless sailor stepped into 
the Chapel from mere curiosity. He was roving about on South street, 
and seeing the doors open, he was attracted by the hearse standing on 
the wharf. He afterwards told me, he thought he might as well see 
what was going on as the rest. Had it been Sunday, he did not think 
he would have been disposed to have gone there to worship God, for he 
seldom went any where. Something however, that I then said went to his 
heart, as if an arrow from God’s quiver had pierced it. ‘* What have I 
been doing all mu days,” said he to himself. ‘* Here am I, as likely to be 
suddenly taken from this world, and carried befure God, as this young man, 
whose soul has gone out of his cold dead body which lies there, and yet I 
have made no preparation for it at all.” This conviction fastened upon 
his mind with such strength, that he was unable to escape frum it, and by 
the Divine blessing, it has resulted, as we have reason to believe, in an 
entire change of heart and life. He professes solely to depend on the 
atoning Saviour for the expiation of his sins, and forthe cleansing of his 
soul; and in gratitude fur the deliverance obtained for him at so dear a 
rate, he is anxivus to do all in bis power for the advancement of his 
blessed cause. I have since kuown him as one of my most efficient 
helpers among Sailors, and in his voyages since, he has been the means 
of bringing, I believe, some to Christ. On Christmas day, at his re- 
quest I baptized him, and on the same day, he partook at the Chapel, of 
the sacred memorials of his Saviour’s dying love, and there is reason to 
hope that he will be kept by the power of God, through faith unto salva- 
tion, and be enabled in all things, to adorn the profession which he has 
made. He has since his baptism been again to sea, and on his late 
return to this port, where he now intends for some time to remain on 
shore, embraced the earliest opportunity to see me, to ask permission to 
be confirmed. Ever since he gave any evidence of his interest in reli- 
gious things, he has been fast gaining the confidence and esteem of all 
who have known him. He is a person not only of great energy of 
character, but of great good sense and prudence. He seems anxious to 
labor for the spiritual good of sailors, as his first businessin life. He is 
always punctually in his seat in the Chapel, and brivgs seamen to me 
often for religious books and conversation.” 


Catholicism.— The following declaration against the late conversions 
to the Romish Church, has lately been signed by all the clergy of the 
deanery of Hawkesbury, in the Diocese of Gloucester and Bristol: 
“ We, the undersigned clergy of the deanery of Hawkesbury, in Synod 
assembled, feel called upon to express our deep concern at the late fall- 
ing off of some of our brethren, in this and other Dioceses, to the 
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Romish Church; and our entire conviction that nothing short of a strong 
delusion could have led to such a step on their part. Those doctrines 
all and each of them, by whichthe Church of Rome stands distinguish- 
ed from the Church Catholic, and by consequence from our pure branch 
of the Church Catholic, we do utterly condemn and reject; nor can we 
allow the possibility of any approach to union between our Church and 
that of Rome, until Rome shall herself have cast off those corruptions 
‘and false unscriptural tenets, against which we, following our forefathers, 
the reformers of the sixteenth century, do couvtinue to protest. What- 
ever may be the defects that we have to lament in our present condition 
—defects owing, probably, to our own sinful neglect,—still we can see 
in these defects no argument for desertion, mueh less for return toa sys- 
tem marked by fundamental error. While we continue steadfast in our 
attachment to those pure and apostolic ordinances, to the administration 
of which we have been called, we pray that Almighty God will raise us 
up, by the power of his grace, to greater faithfulness, and greater dili- 
gence; nothing doubting that his “ continual pity will still cleanse and 


defend his Church.”— Yate, May 14, 1846.—Ch. of Eng. Mag. 


Costly Churches.— We have been informed, that the cost of “ Trinity,” 
New-York, is about $350,000, and of “ Grace” inclusive of the Rectory 
$130,000. The former, writes a correspondent, is uf more imposing 
effect than the Montreal Cathedrel. 





—>— 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


; Obituary. 

Diep, on the 19th instant, at the house of Mr. [heodore Dubose, near Winnsborough, in 
the 25th year of her age, Rosatine VaLERIA MurDEn. 

By nature gifted with a mind of more than common vivacity and energy, and a temper of 

uliar sweetness, she had been from early childhoud the delight of her immediate tamily, 
the cherished pupil of her instructors, and the chosen companion of many a young associate, 

By grace she hat become, fur years before her death, eminently useful as a teacher in the 
week and on Sunday, a discreet adviser to those of her own age and sex, and to every onea 
bright example of happy piety and christian courtesy. 

Her’s was no death-bed repentance—she gave to her Saviour not a heart weary of the 
world; but in the spring-time of her days, while all around was most attractive, especially to 
one of her natural warmth and buoyancy and taste, and when the many too that knew and 
loved her were vying tor the pleasure of her society, she sought her happiness in God: and, 
finding it there, was ever ready by kind word and animating look to lead others thither too. 

Ratifying her baptismal vows in Confirmativun, at the early age of fift-en, she grew thence- 
forth steadily and perceptibly in grace,—became soon after a Communicant, and adorned the 
doctrine of her God and Savivur, by a life of uniform consistency. 

Clinging affectionately from early preterence to the Church, of which she was a member, 
her reception of its teachings, and her attachment to its ministers, were charmingly cbiidlike, 
yet intelligent and discriminating, without the least uncharitableness towards those, who were 
of other ways of thinking ;—some of whom she numbered among her dearest friends. 

In the Sunday Schools, no sooner had she ceased to be a scholar, than she became a 
teacher, and so continued till the failure of her health. 

Children were won by her gentleness, the young attracted by her unvarying suavity and her 
elders gratified by the deference of her voice and manner. Her pastors had long learned, not 
only to love and admire her as one of the chvicest of their spiritual flock, but to prize her as 
an invaluable fellow-helper in rightful influence over the young. All oow mourn her early re- 
moval as 2 loss, to them irreparable, though to her 8 gain inconceivable. 
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During many months of declining health, her patience and meekness were the wonder of 
all, who witnessed them. She thought more of others than herself, was grateful for the least 
attentions, and watchful for opportunities of saying a word in season to her friends; with one 
of whom her very last conversation, held a few hours before her final seizure, was on the Sa- 
viour’s love, a persuasive to early Communion. 

Deprived, the same night, suddenly, of speech, by paraiysis, but retaining her mind, indica- 
ting her wishes by her looks, and certainly aware of her approaching dissolution, she yet be- 
trayed no fear, nor any reluctance; but resigned herself with manifest willingness to her 
Heavenly Father ; feasted gratefully on the emblems of her Redeemer’s sacrifice ; took leave 
with a quiet smile and gentle pressure of the hand, not only of her mother and other loved 
ones around her, but of the servants also, to whom she had endeared herself by her consider- 
ate condescension: and without a struggle fell asleep in Jesus. 

She leaves, as a rich legacy to surviving friends, the memory of her maiden loveliness and 
holy life, the assurance of her present joy and felicity in paradise, and the hope of meeting 
her there, and of being with her forever in the presence of that Saviour, on whom alone, 
conscious as she was of utter sinfulness and weakness, she rested her soul. 

This tribute, tendered sorrowfully by one who had known her from childhood, and was 
privileged to number her fur many years among his parishioners, is felt by him to be only 
justly expressive of ber worth. P. T. 

October 26th, 1346. 


—— 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The following amounts have been received for Domestic Missions, during the months of 
September and October. 


From St. Paul’s Church, Radcliffeborough, Domestic Missions, general, - $16 66 
“6 do do do Indian Mission, - - 25 
‘© $t. Michael’s Church, Charleston, Domestic Missions, general, - 43 44 
o do do do for Nashotah Mission, - - 13 00 
‘¢ Christ Church Parish, Domestic Missions, general, - : - 8 86 
From Col. Waddill, Selma. Alabama, through Rey. Edward Phillips, - 5 50 


«© $t. Philip’s Church Charleston, Mission in south-west, under Bp. Freeman, 44 00 
" do do do Mission in north-west, under Bp. Kemper, 40 00 





$171 71 
J. K. SASS, 
Receiving Agent, of Diocese 8. C. 


P. EF. SOCIETY FOR THE ADV. OF CHRISTIANITY IN SO, CAROLINA. 


The Treasurer acknowledges the following receipts in aid of the Society. 





From Trinity Church, Columbia, as offerings, - - - - $25 00 
‘* Grace Church, Sullivan’s Island, - : - - - - 15 00 
$40 00 

—~>— 





CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER, 1846. 


. All Saints— Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity. 

Thanksgiving Day—appointed by the Governor of the State. 

. Twenty-second Sunday after Trinity. 

15. Twenty-third Sunday after Trinity. 

22. T'wenty fourth Sunday after T'rinity—on this day, the Collect, Epistle and Gospel, 
for the Twenty fifth Sunday after Trinity, are to be read. 

30. St. Andrew’s the Apostle. 


A 





— ape 


Page 201, line 17, from top, for “ part,” read place. Page 216, line 22, from top, for 
“‘piety,”? read poetry. Page 216, line 15, from end, for ‘ where,’’ read whose. Page 218, 
line 2, prefix temporary to ‘‘ Chapel.” 





SCHOOL FOR THE DIOCESE OF SOUTH-CAROLINA. 


This School is under the charge of the Rev. P, Trtter Bassir, at that very eligible and 
healthy situation, known as the Parsonage of St. Philip’s, Wentworth, corner of Glebe street. 
A large front yard is attached to the building, and used as a play ground, 

This School combines with the opportunities of acquiring a thorough English and Classical 
Education, the advantages of a full course of religious instruction ; and a kind and paternal 
though firm discipline. 

It has now been nearly two years under the present P:incipal (who is aided by two assist- 
ants) and the Committee think it can be confidently recommended to the continued patronage 
of the public, as preparing pupils thoroughly for ertering College, or for mercantile business. 

The Principul is also prepared to receive a few additional boarders into his family. 


Committee. 


Rr. Rev _Bisnor Gapspen, | Rey. C. Wattace, C. G, Memminerr, Esg., 

Rev. C. HaxckeEt, D.D. Rev. P. T. Keiru, E. R. L-urens, Esq., 

Rey. P, Trappier. Dr. I. M. Campsect, J. K. Sass, Ese., 
November 1. 





ic? The Rev'd. Philip Gadsden will receive into his family six boys, to school and board at 
a reasonable price. For particulars, apply to him in Summerville, or to the Rt. Rev. C. E. 
Gadsden. 


November lI. 


TEMPORARY CHAPEL OF THE SCHOOL OF THE 
DIOCESE. 


The seats are free. except those appropriated for the School ; and Divine Service may be 
expected in it; beginning on Sunday at half-past 8, A. M., and at 7, P. M., and on Wednes- 
day’s and Friday’s, at 7, P. M. 

November 1. 








GOVERNESS: 


A lady accustomed to teaching the English branches, French, Music, Drawing and Paint- 
ing, wishes to obtaina situation as resident governess ina family. Satisfactory references can 
be given. Any commuuication addressed to E. D. S., Post Office Box, 708, Boston, Mass., 
will be received and will meet with prompt attention. 3 


The “Bishop White Prayer-Book Society” 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 


Has appointed Mr, A. E. Miller of Charleston, S. C., Agent for the Society, for the 
Southern States. As the object of the Society is to promote an extended circulation of the 
Prayer-book, it is hoped, that the Members of the Church, in the Southern States, will make 


liberal contributions to its funds. 
Mr. A. E. Miller will constantly have on sale, the Society’s beautiful edition of the Book 


of Common Prayer, and those disposed to forward the objects of the Institution, can purchase 
at a low price, for Sunday Schools, Missionary, and other purposes. Contributions to the 


funds of the Society, will be received by Mr. Miller. 
S. AUSTIN ALLIBONE, 


Corresponding Secretary Bishop White Prayer-Book Society, 


Philadelphia, April 18th, 1846. 
(> A supply of Prayer-Books have been received. A. E. MILLER. 








Just Published and for sale by A, E. Miller, No. 4 Broad-st., 

“ The New Week’s Preparation for a worthy receiving of the Lord’s 
Supper, recommended to the devout members of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, in the United States of America, consisting of Meditations and 
Prayers, for Morning and Evening of every Day in the Week, with 
Forms of Examination and Confession: and a Companion for the Altar, 
directing the Commuaicant in his Behaviour and Devotion at the Lord's 
Table; with Instructions how to live well; and a Form of Daily Self- 


examination.” ~ {> Price 623 cents. 
(> To Booksellers and others, the usual discount will be made. 








Keceipts for the Gospel Messenger for the following years : 


1845. 1846. 
Amount brought forward received for Amount brought forward for 
Vols. XX] and XXII. 1216 00 Vol. XXIII. $263 5¢ 
Charleston Library, 3 00 |} Col. Wm. A. Carson, 3 00 
———— | Rev. M. H. Lance, (Georgetown, ) 3 06 
121900 | Rev. C. B. Walker, ( Edgefield,) 3 09 


Deficiency for the two Volumes, end- 
ing March 1846, at the rate of 
$624 per annum, 29 00 








$1,248 00 $272 50 
— — 


NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOKS. 


The Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Library.100 Volumes 18 mo. half muslin; reduced 


to poor Schools, $10. 
The Children’s Magazine bound, in 35 Vols. at 20 cts. each. 


Sunday School Psalms and (ymns and Liturgy in one. 
A further supply of 
The Shadow of the Cross: The Distant Hills; The Dark River; The Castle on the Rock j 
The Fall of Croesus, &c, &c, &c. 


Also, from Appleton’s. 


Laneton Parsonage; a Tale, by the Author of “ Gertrude,” bound and in paper covers, at 
DU and 75 cents. 

Light in the Dwelling, or a Harmony of the. Four Gospels; with short and simple remarks, 
adapted to reading at Family Prayers, and arranged for every day in the year. 


From Robinson. 


The Church of England Vindicated, by Dr. Hook. 

Essuys to prove the Validity of the Anglian Ordinations ; by a Layman. 

Christian Morals, by Rev. Wm. Sewall, M, A. 

The Dead in Christ, by Rev. J. W. MeCullough. 

The Book of Ratram, the Priest and Monk of Corbey. 

Discourses on Romanism and Dissent, by Wm. Dodsworth, A. M. 

A Manual of Church Principles, by W. D. Wilson, A. M. 

A ‘Treatise on the use and import of the Eucharistic Symbols, by Alexander Knox, Esq. 
A Vindication of the Church of England, by Bishop Bull. 

Eight Letters to N. Wiseman, D.; D., on the Errors of Romanism, by the Rey. Wm. Palmer. 
The Order of Jesuits, its Constitution and Principles. 


From Stanford & Swords. 
Brownell’s Commentary, new and cheap edition, royal, 8 vo. 
Mcllvaine’s Reason against Consecrating a Church with an Altar instead of a Communion 


Table. 
Melvill’s Sermons, 2d seriesy cheap edition, 8 vo. 
For sale by A. E. MILLER. 














Church Societies in South-Carolina. 


1. Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in S. Carolina. 
Thos. G. Simons, jr, Treasurer, office No. 1, Southern wharf, will attend at the Library Chal- 
mers’-street, on the Ist Friday after the Ist Monday in every month, ftom 12 to 2 o’clock. 
The Library is open every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, from 12 to20’clock. Annu- 
al subscription $5; Life subscription 50. 

2. Society for the Relief of the Widews and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Jas. 
R. Pringle, Fisq. office at J. Adger’s, Hamilton’s wharf. Annual subscription $10: 
subscription to the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 

3. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and ‘Tract Society~Treasurer, Mrs. Jane 
M. Thomas, Boundary street, north side; Librarian, Miss Cobia, Wentworth, near Pitt- 
street, by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts, are delivered every Monday 
morning. Annual subscription $1; Lifedo $10. Members entitled to one Bible or 
Prayer Book, or 500 pages of Tracts annually. 

4. Charleston Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female Missionary SocietyTreasn- 
ter,Mrs. Dehon. Annual contribution $5; Life subscription $20. 





